National SDC Conference Call Notes
December 2, 2003

Attendees:

Steering Committee for 2003-04

John Blodgett MS
Linda Gage CA (Chair)

David Joye, NJ (Secretary)
Richard Rathge ND (Vice-Chair)
Carol Rogers IN
Bob Scardamalia NY
Dan Veroff, WI
Census Bureau (CLO)

Stan Rolark

Renee Jefferson-Copeland

Frank Ambrose

General

Linda was very encouraged that the Bureau didn’t lose much money from its budget request.  Great for Census Bureau programs and services and maybe some dollars will be available again to help SDC’s attend the national meeting and for training SDC’s.  Stan said they are still working under a continuing resolution.  Still too early to tell if we can tap into that money again.  He will keep us posted.

Richard will lead the January 6th conference call as Linda will be away.

John looked thoughtful in the latest Census Counterparts issue.

Send Linda ideas for topics for the February steering committee meeting.

CIC Book

SDC Steering Committee impressed by the CIC case study book.  Dan said the CIC Steering Committee members worked long and hard on the book.  Stan said the book was in the works for a year.  It began as an evaluation of the program and evolved into a book.  They made 5,000 copies with last year’s money.
Could SDC’s do something similar?  We got a good running start with last year’s gathering of SDC products and information on the SDC Clearinghouse site.  Stan said we could pull the information together but he wouldn’t know until later in the year if the Bureau could fund a book.  We’ll add this to the February 2004 Steering Committee agenda to discuss further.
Product Status:
· Renee said the EEO file will be available on the Census Bureau website during the week of December 14.  There will be no embargo; the CB will release a press release.
· LandView 6 is due out the end of December 2003.  Can SDC’s get extra copies of LandView 5?  Carol will use as a teaching tool.  How much has LandView changed?  Renee has a short list of improvements for LandView 6 (see below).  Renee has asked LandView staff to speak at the March Regional Meeting.
What's New in LandView® 6?

The prime differences between LandView 5 and 6 are: 

1. Expansion of Census 2000 data to include the entire Demographic Profile. Tables (DP2-4) are now shown. 

2. Replacement of the 106th Congressional data with data for the 108th Congress. In addition, a new map layer will show the 108th Congressional Districts. (The 106th Congressional District map layer will still be included in the MARPLOT® map for reference.) 

3. Creation of Demographic Profile data for urban areas and urban clusters. 

4. Expansion of the Population Estimator to work with the Demographic Profile data at the block group level. 

5. Updated versions of USGS GNIS and EPA data.
· The state population estimates are TENTATIVELY scheduled for release in mid-December.  There will be no embargo; the CB will release a press release.
· The Migration DVD was mailed out to each SDC lead agency only on Wednesday, November 26th.

Funding Status:
Steering Committee asked for Jay Waite to speak at our February steering committee meeting.  Talk about funding status for ACS and LED.
ACS Web Training Beta Testers

Frank sent the ACS Web Training Beta testers their information.  Although the Bureau was not able to accommodate everyone who volunteered, Carol Rogers and a few others were added to the list.  The list looks to be a good representation of folks (leads, affiliates, geography).
Discussion of Employment Estimates with Tom Palumbo

This discussion was postponed until the January 6th conference call in order to give Tom more time to prepare.  Renee will check to see if we can set up a separate call just for this discussion rather than waiting the full month.
Future Phone Chats with Bureau Experts:

Steering committee and CLO will discuss how to facilitate these chats.  Do we need ground rules for the discussions?  Do Census experts want to see notes from the discussions?
Tentative topics:
--- HHES about the labor force number "degrees of difference" between BLS and C2k
--- CPS March Supplement on Educational Attainment vs. ACS Supplemental Survey
