National SDC Steering Committee Conference Call Notes

March 1, 2005

Attendees:
John Blodgett, MO

Sue Ebetsch, IL

Carol Rogers, IN (Vice Chair)

Bob Scardamalia, NY (Chair)

Annette Watters, AL

Melany Dela Cruz (CIC rep.)

Census Bureau (CLO)

Stan Rolark

Renee Jefferson-Copeland

Linda Franz – Geography

Geographic Partnership Opportunities

Linda Franz discussed the various geographic programs where the Census Bureau and State Date Centers can collaborate leading up to Census 2010.

BAS Follow-up: SDC’s already assist in contacting units of local government that have not responded. SDC’s will receive the 2005 BAS follow-up list early next week. This is a model for follow-up assistance for other programs like LUCA and local area definitions.

TIGER Enhancement: Provide assistance identifying sources (state, local, and/or tribal governments) of geospatial data for TIGER improvement. This could include reviewing and updating the Bureau’s existing source identification. 

Census State/Local Communication: Review and comment on communications on geographic programs while they’re in the development stage. This could include Federal Register notices, invitations to participate in programs, and participant guidelines and instructions. Census would also like to utilize SDC communications channels to supplement existing avenues. 

Program Participant Training and Support: SDC’s can assist with training for various programs including LUCA and local statistical area definitions. Census would also look for assistance in providing technical support, finding space, and equipment.

Census Contact Databases: Census maintains a geographic program participant database used for various programs. SDC’s can assist in improving the contact database by updating/reviewing names and addresses of local officials (Highest Elected Officials) and supplementary technical program contacts.

Local Area Definitions: SDC can provide assistance in area delineation for tracts/CDP’s, etc. for areas where a local participant has not been identified and provide supplemental review of local input.

A final note: the LUCA Federal Register notice will be out later in this fiscal year. The Steering Committee has asked for advance review of the notice and Census expects that that can happen.
Spring Meeting

Registrations for the Spring meeting in Philadelphia are low. To date CLO has received 11 solid registrations with two additional possibilities. The deadline for registration is Friday, March 4 at which point we need 15 registrants or the meeting will be cancelled.

Training 

The Steering Committee is preparing an outline of ACS training topics to guide development of “train the trainer” sessions at the Annual Meeting in September. The outline will be forwarded to CLO by the end of the week.

State Annual Reports are due by March 15. CLO will not be able to support travel to the Fall meeting for states that have not submitted an annual report.  The 2004 annual report form can be found at:

 http://www.census.gov/sdc/www/2004annualreport.html
Annual National Conference - September 13-15, 2005  in Suitland, MD. CLO will pay all travel and registration expenses for the SDC lead (or the lead's designee) IF the SDC lead has submitted the 2004 Annual Report and the lead has a current signed MOA on file.  All other SDC representatives may attend at their own expense.   CLO and the SDC Steering Committee are planning a full day of training on the American Community Survey and updates on other Census Bureau data and programs.  In addition, the SDCs will participate in a town hall meeting that will allow them to share their data dissemination programs, products, and tools with the Census Bureau staff and with the SDC network.  CLO will post an agenda to the listserve this summer.  
Next conference call April 5, 2005.

