National SDC Conference Call Notes
February 3, 2004
Attendees:

Steering Committee for 2003-04

John Blodgett MO
Sue Ebetsch IL
Linda Gage CA (Chair)
David Joye, NJ (Secretary)
Richard Rathge ND (Vice-Chair)

Carol Rogers IN
Bob Scardamalia NY
Dan Veroff, WI

Annette Watters AL

Census Bureau (CLO)

Renee Jefferson-Copeland

Stan Rolark
General

FSCPE steering committee has asked if we could help them get some data they need.  They have had problems using the July 1, 2002 county age, sex and race file. The way the text file was released requires additional programming in SAS, SPSS or in spreadsheet macros to be able to make use of the data. They need the file arranged by:
(1) age (5-year age groups) by sex 

(2) age by sex by race alone categories (5 alone categories) and 

(3) age by sex by Hispanic Origin (of any race)

Linda is urging them to seek the product they need directly from the Bureau.

Census has asked for a couple members of the steering committee to participate in a usability test of the planned ACS website.  Dan Veroff and David Joye will participate.
Carol is updating the SDC Clearinghouse site ( ) and would love feedback.  The more local examples of presentations/best practices, meeting agendas, work plans the better.  Send them to Carol Rogers at: rogersc@IUPUI.EDU
Thanks to Renee for the Blodgett file.  Census has agreed to release adjusted population totals (adjusted for CQR changes and others) down to the block level for all states.
Mai Weismantle is the new Chief of Statistical Information Branch (handles the EEO file).

New contact for Massachusetts.  Annette will reach out to them to say hello and offer support.
February Steering Committee Meeting
Bob Scardamalia asked for Signe to discuss population controls used in the ACS.  His example, in ACS count of households is different than occupied housing units.  Would ACS be able to explain this?
CQR staff will meet with us in February but only to listen.  They have not completed an evaluation of the program.

Joe Donovan can come out from EEOC if we want him.  Yes, we do.  He can explain how each agency (EEOC, Federal Department of Labor Office of Contract Compliance, Justice) fits into the EEO equation hopefully.
March Regional SDC Meeting, Boston, MA -March 29th and 30th
Agenda for the meeting is one and a half days.  Overlap a half day with FSCPE folks.  Renee listed the topics agreed upon for the joint session with FSCPE: 2010 Planning, ACS Status Report, Re-engineering estimates, Geographic Programs Update.  Renee will post to the listserve so that people can start the travel process.  Only 4 registrants for the March meeting so far.  Still early.
National Meeting

Integrating SDC feedback into 2010 Census planning should be on the agenda for the next few years.
Tom Palumbo, HHES, Census Bureau
Tom has shared his notes on Census employment numbers that he prepared for the conference call with us.  See attached.
Next conference call is March 2nd.

